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FOREWORD 


glad know that the journal will complete 
twenty-five years this year. During this period many changes 
have occurred system secondary education. the 
moment, Commission make recommendations about the 
re-organization our secondary education scheme touring 
the country. believed that they will help make 
secondary education not mechanical passage university 
courses but system which self-sufficient, purposeful and 
diversified. 

During the last twenty-five years, this journal, means 
scholarly articles, has helped spread enlightened ideas about 
secondary education. This present jubilee volume reviews the 
progress secondary education during the past quarter 
century and brings together articles different themes 
education, which will considerable value those 
interested this problem. 

RADHAKRISHNAN 
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EDITORIAL 


twenty-five years old. One cannot help looking back 
the first issue September 1928, when its first editor, 
Hamley, opened the journal with the words: eminent exponent 
the modern movement education once wrote: That education 
most worth which comes response felt that so, 
believe is, the publication this journal needs further 
expressed The editor went say that the need such 
journal was felt the Bombay Presidency and hoped that the same 
need would felt other parts India. His hope has been more 
than fulfilled, this journal has not only all-India circulation but 
status other countries. 

When first came life, journals the same kind 
India were very few. Today many journals exist for teachers, but 
the fact that very much alive, and wide circulation, 
certainly adds its stature. 

mind three reasons have contributed the success has 
had sustaining interest for its readers. One that has maintained 
throughout policy being technical journal for members the 
teaching profession. has fulfilled what promised its first 
issue twenty-five years ago, and much more, and that spirit 
inquiry and research. has provided constant stimulus the keen 
and enterprising teacher keep his methods date. Mere 
theories education, and theories about what should and should not 
taught, TEACHING has always discouraged, unless these theories have 
been supported actual experiments. TEACHING has widened its 
sphere interest including articles dealing with problems 
administration and organization. 

The second reason that has contributed the maintenance the 
high standards this journal has been the enterprising and efficient 
editors has had the past. The late Hamley was its first 
editor. was man international educational experience, and was 
principal the Secondary Training College, Bombay, before joined 
the staff the Institute Education, London. Champion, 
then principal the College Madras, and who now dead, 
took over from Hamley. His main interest was the development 
rural schools. Thompson, who rendered invaluable 
service secondary teachers this was the next editor. 
now London and still teaches and examines Tamil. 
Hampton, another veteran educationist who also now London, 
all remember, end many efficient teacher has passed through his 
hands. Pearce, who took over the editorship from 
Hampton, has been and still pioneer several successful 
educational experiments, and author mean repute the 
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educational world. Pearce still remains loyal TEACHING this 
issue will prove. 

Last, but means the least, owe our contributors and 
readers that are able celebrate the silver jubilee this journal 
today. they who have made what is, and them extend 
our grateful thanks. Our lists contributors include the names 
distinguished educationists and others perhaps not distinguished, 
but whose valuable experience and knowledge have helped 
maintain our standards. Without making invidious distinctions would 
like mention the names some our contributors who have been 
constant supporters this journal the past, and many whom 
still continue give the benefit their experience. These are 
Kamat, Pearce, Miss Amy Rustomjee and, more 
recent times, Jean Forrester, Professor Green and Austin 
D’Souza. Along with other contributors they have kept TEACHING 
abreast the times. have covered almost every subject 
interest the teacher, from the teaching English that Arabic 
and Persian and the declensions Sanskrit; from articles the 
intricacies mathematical problems Introducing Children the 
Stars; from the Place Games, Songs and Drama Education 
Boy Scouting; from the School Exhibition the School 
Cinema. 

word about our special numbers, which are becoming increasingly 
popular. Every alternate number special one devoted one 
particular subject, and have dealt with good few special subjects. 
editor would warmly welcome suggestions from our readers and 
contributors for further subjects for future special numbers. 

TEACHING has been synonymous with progress and therefore not 
enough rest satisfied with past achievements. open this special 
number secondary education with prefatory note from one the 
foremost men our time, Sarvapalli Radhakrishnan, and would like 
express our thanks him for finding time make this contribution. 
‘This number has two main objects: course celebrates the silver 
jubilee, but more important that timely more than one sense 
the term. Secondary education now the melting-pot and 
crucial stage its development this country. The articles 
contributed this issue will hope. give food for thought 
all those who are going decide and guide our educational 

early 1930 Tara Chand wrote thus about secondary 
education ‘The educationist should reflect upon the change 
which has come over India during the past hundred years and 
consider whether the system education inaugurated early the 
nineteenth century all suited the present needs. During 
nearly century that has elapsed, with all its modifications, 
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112 EDITORIAL 


the fundamental basis that system has hardly 
The system education has done little develop practical aptitudes. 
Again, this education has been bookish and remotely 
related the real problems Indian life and society that has made 
little demand upon thought, and therefore evoked less response. 

Today, twenty-three years later, these words still hold true about 
our educational system spite the great political change that the 
year 1947 heralded for India. 

Yet the whole there little reason for despair, for are still 
very young country. That have begun think and feel the 
need overhauling our educational system hopeful sign. 

The recently appointed Secondary Education Commission will have 
completed its work shortly, and expect some vital and concrete 
proposals for the improvement secondary education. also hope 
that the Central and State Governments will implement these proposals 
soon possible. 

While still have long way travel, important changes 
certain directions have already begun felt. The outstanding 
change for the better the change the medium instruction from 
English the mother-tongue. This has been almost universally 
accepted, least the primary stages education. 
problems has arisen out this change but these problems can 
tackled successfully only education can divorced from politics. 
this change has been effected psychological and educational 
grounds; then balanced view the place English cannot but 
the result. this change has been effected because political 
reasons and narrow provincialism then the problems will remain thorny 
for long time come. 

Side side with any change reform any direction must 
one fundamental factor. All problems education, whether 
language otherwise, can only solved education considered 
whole, and the reforms suggested are not piecemeal compart- 
ments, there are reforms the primary stage, for example, 
then all the repercussions these reforms the subsequent stages 
education must taken into account. There must over-all plan 
and goal achieved within certain period time. For this 
then there must very clear and definite aims education, and 
can safely say, without being accused making sweeping statements, 
that today one knows what the aims education are this 
country. Our leaders and the framers educational policies seem 
lost morass politics, individual whims and pet theories. 

would not out place here quote extracts from 
article written Pearce for this journal twenty years ago. 
Pearce relates the experiments and conclusions Carleton 
Washburne, famous American educationist who went world 


Vol. No. 1930), pp. 100-1, 
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tour 1931 find out what the principal leaders educational 
thought were really aiming at—in short find out what was ‘ideal 
education’. Washburne came three conclusions with regard 
the social aims education. (i) fit boys and girls for partici- 
pation the already existing kind society: make them good 
citizens and able participants the social, political and economic order 
existing their own country. Turkey, Poland and Japan were examples 
where this type education existed. (ii) create preconceived and 
fully-planned new social order means education: Russia and Italy 
that time) were outstanding examples these aims. (iii) 
develop each completely possible, providing 
rich environment which can grow, and permitting him select 
freely from that environment those elements which feels needs. 
The individual developed will have the wisdom with which 
remake his social order. France, the United States and Britain, 
Washburne found, were examples countries which 
desire try warp the judgement the rising generation favour 
any particular political social creed philosophy. Lack 
space prevents from quoting all the interviews that Washburne 


with leaders India, but three outstanding ones the makers 


our educational policies would well read. Sir Radhakrishnan 
then said: ‘The stress nationalism temporary result our 
political situation, and will disappear when attain freedom.... 
free Indian Government will not invade the private lives people. 
The aim education neither national efficiency nor world solidarity, 
but making the individual feel that has within himself something 
deeper than intellect, call spirit you Mrs Sarojini Naidu 
said: hate nationalism any country. There justification for 
struggling for freedom.’ Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru said: believe 
socialistic state, and should like develop education towards that 
goal.... believe that really fundamental matters each individual 
should stand his own personal ideals.’ Mahatma Gandhi’s inter- 
view with Washburne was brief one. being asked, ‘What 
your goal education when India obtains self-rule?’, ‘Character- 
building,’ answered. would try develop courage, strength, 
virtue, the ability forget oneself working towards great aims. 
‘Would you try bring about any specific kind social organization 
through education?’ should feel that succeed building the 
character the individual, society will take care itself. would 
quite willing trust the organization society individuals 
developed.’ ‘In developing the national spirit India today would 
you subordinate internationalism?’, Gandhiji was asked. this his 
reply was, hope will never use our nationalism exploit other 
nations, but that our nationalism only prelude 
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These were the views our Indian leaders 1931. They are still 
the views our leaders today, twenty-two years later. Only one 
question need asked—Are these the views those who direct our 
schools who decide our educational policies? 

Going back the hopeful trends thought this country with 
regard education, the pendulum slowly swinging from the literary 
and bookish type education the more practical. The choice 
subjects pupil can offer, for example, the Bombay Secondary 
School Certificate examination, which marks the end the pupil’s 
school career, much wider than was few years ago. Un- 
fortunately, due lack facilities and paucity teachers trained 
these subjects, the choice has large extent remained theoretical. 

The third direction which our education seems moving 
socialized education. One our contributors, 
diagnosed the shape things come early 1931. said: ‘This 
social motive has changed the definition education. has now 
been defined development the power adaptation ever- 
preparation the individual for successful participation the economic, 
political and social activities his fellows,” and must approached 
through study the structure, activities, institutions and needs 

The emphasis today extra-curricular activities, the teaching 
social studies and civics, healthy sign. special number 
Education for Citizenship, the editor has given account 
some the experiments carried out recently this direction 
Kashmir, Uttar Pradesh and the Central Provinces. 

cannot omit one very vital and perhaps most important aspect 
the future reorganization our educational system, the teacher 
himself. Kendrick wrote: Twenty-five years ago the trend 
educational psychology was still definitely towards the development 
methodology and the discovery the processes communicating 
knowledge children. Soon, however, the child psychologists 
came into their own and the emphasis shifted decisively towards 
study the child all his moods and all his reactions. was 
new and exciting approach the problem education. The 
teacher’s chief task and responsibility still that watching and 
understanding the child. Now the emphasis has shifted again, this 
time the teacher. The focus the teacher and the problem 
now to.educate the educator. important notice that 
the teacher individual that the attention educationists 
directed, not what how teaching, not even his ability 
teacher the child. The means must fashioned effect the end. 
The teacher the means, and the education the teacher that 


Vol. III, No. (June 1931), 179. 
Vol, XXII, No. (December 1949), pp. 37-9. 
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the full tide educational experience, research and effort must 

conclusion, feel better criterion can applied test 
whether our education has progressed and does satisfy the needs 
our children than that discussed the last chapter 
Lowndes his book The Silent Social Revolution. says: ‘So long 
there one child who has failed obtain the precise educational 
treatment his individuality requires; long single child goes 
hungry, has nowhere play, fails receive the medical attention 
long the nation fails train and provide scope for every 
atom outstanding ability can find; long there are adminis- 
trators teachers who feel sense mission, who cannot administer 
who cannot teach, the system will remain 

The millennium for still long way off. 


Vol. XXI, No. (June 1949), pp. 121-3. 
Lowndes, G.AN., The Silent (Oxford University Press), 
248, 
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Secondary Education 
the Weakest Link 
our Educational System 


SURVEY AND 
CRITICISM OUR 
EDUCATION 


the beginning the quarter-century under review saw confused 
ideas education, the end sees the emergence complete reversal 
ideas long cherished basic. ‘The year 1927 might said 
mark the stage which general discontent was created; the boycott 
educational institutions had almost spent itself and the national 
education experiments that had been attempted had ceased inspire 
people. All that was known was that neither type education 
available the sons and daughters the land particularly 
satisfactory. was not only, cynics averred, that the dominant 
mood was ‘to non-cooperate with books’ and think that ‘to ‘speak 
write bad English was mark patriotism’. was the destruc- 
tion faith the only education available the majority people. 
came increasingly felt that good deal the teaching was 
useless, was natural that the stress should laid more and more 
primary education. addition the relation the Indian educated 
mind between democracy and compulsory primary education since the 
day Gokhale had moyed his Education Bill, there was the feeling that 
spreading literacy one was least sure ground. Although the 
language problem was present, was not the issue importance 
has since become. English, was believed nationalist circles, was 
the badge servitude; and Hindi, reconciled Urdu, the expedient 
accepting both scripts and favouring the popular form under the 
name Hindustani, was commended non-Hindi speakers with the 
closely linked promise linguistic autonomy. the same time, 
under the stress politics and the mass awakening, Indian languages 
closed the gap between the literary and popular forms that had existed 
side side through the ages. Thus, politics played important part 
determining the emphasis literacy. 

believe that this position gradually changing. not only, 
Sir John Sargent remarks his Progress Report for that 
literacy not enough for modern democratic state. the 
practical consideration that the law diminishing returns operates 
the field education well, particularly primary education. 
Sir John has developed the first point his Report. Explaining the 
Sargent Report’s recommendation that progression should clearly 
from area area and not from age age, writes, 


Provincial Governments, instead attempting introduce compulsory 
primary education al! over their areas for five years for such shorter 
periods the funds teachers available may make necessary, with the 
pious hope that circumstances and finances permit they may able 
raise the leaving age gradually until the full period eight years’ 
compulsory schooling advocated the Board achieved, would well 
advised begin choosing areas economic size and providing 
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each them complete and integrated system Primary, Middle and 
High Schools and institutions for still more education, unless 
supply the last readily accessible outside the area question. 

only increasing the supply facilities for higher education side 
side with the development Basic Schools that the doors opportunity 
can opened children outstanding ability, revealed the latter, and 
that the urgent need India for more leaders and experts all walks 
life and incidentally for more teachers can satisfied within reasonable 
time. India cannot expect compete level terms with other nations 
she content drawing her leaders and experts from not more 
than per cent her potential brain-power resources. the develop- 
ment public instruction this country proceeds from age age and not 
from area area, will least generation before Indian boys and 
girls generally enjoy the same educational opportunities are enjoyed 
elsewhere boys and girls. the other hand, progress from 
area area and within the selected areas the doors opportunity are opened 
wide all worthy entering them, may, true, over generation 
before every area the country has its complete education system, but 
from the tenth year, even earlier, there will constantly growing 
stream young people who will have received good education their 
brothers and sisters the other parts the world. 


Sir John’s views are accepted that administrator believes that 
literacy enough; but have still long way before appre- 
ciating the point that with our limited funds cannot hope bring 
about both compulsory primary education and adequate provision 
higher education, and that, one the objectives postponed, 
compulsory primary education that can postponed with least 
detriment national progress. fact, said that 
progress primary education can delayed whilst higher education 
will have sacrificed. 

the matter expenditure, the following table giving the number 
primary school students Bombay and the total amount spent 
primary education from 1926 1951 should instructive: 


NUMBER OF PUPILS EXPENDITURE 

1926-7 8,52,569 1,63,56,585 
1931-2 
1,42,87,893 
13,55,480 1,76,84,866 
16,65,042 2,79,00,000 
33,11,644 6,54,00,000 


Statistics again tell that whilst the average annual cost educating 
pupil the primary stage remained from 1926 1943 around 14, 
rose between 1943 and 1946 and, the years after 1946 when 
drive for primary education was undertaken, has amounted over 
26. Again, must not forgotten that the average number pupils 
per primary school has been steadily rising: 1931-2, 51; 
1936-7, 58; 1941-2, 57; 1946-7, 81; and 1950-1, over 100. 
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not easy secure the figures relating wastage primary 
education, but Bombay State has usually been around fifty-eight 
per cent; presumably with the wider spread primary education, 
this figure should have increased. All this should long way 
induce Governments this country accept the wisdom and 
practical sense Sir John Sargent’s analysis. Despite loud 
protestations interest raising the content education, the 
present policy, will readily appear from the picture presented above, 
calculated keep low. And well worth considering whether 
the mere appearance extensive programme desirable, even 
worth the expenditure resources and energy. change the 
outlook towards primary education has been long overdue, but 
extremely doubtful whether will take place for some time come. 
This largely because, due Mahatma initiative, the present 
programme has been evolved after considerable deliberation, and 
now entrenched position from which the authorities can only 
dislodged experience proves them wrong. 

‘Secondary education’, observes the Annual Report issued 
the Union Ministry Education, ‘is some ways the weakest link 
the educational system the country.... The country more 
interested the overhauling the entire system than making changes 
its managing and supervisory agencies. There general feeling that 
the present system education was devised serve the interests 
foreign spite attempts broaden the scope 
secondary education, the syllabi are yet almost wholly academic and 
literary, and not serve the needs those who have bent for 
agriculture, craft, industry Much has been attempted 
correct the influence foreign rule, particularly reducing English 
teaching subordinate position. But there has not been much effort 
infuse vocational bias secondary education. ‘This partly 
because the educational authorities are themselves the product 
academic, literary education; partly because the public demand for 
this very form training; and partly too because even highly technical- 
trained men have not fared well rule. The constant pleadings 
political and public personalities for greater technical training may 
represent the ambitions that are entertained for this country’s future 
development, but they bear little relation the actual position today. 
The Public Service Commission Bombay State its last Annual 
Report has drawn pointed attention the difficulty experienced 
finding employment even men trained for technical jobs under govern- 
ment auspices. Many them have haa accommodated posts 
for which they have neither aptitude nor training. obvious that 
infusion vocational education the secondary schools would meet 
real demand, but casual glance the ‘subjects included the 
School Leaving Certificate examinations the country will indicate 


how poor conception ‘vocationalizing’ general education prevails 
this country. 
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the whole pyramid has suffered from the confused policy adopted 
building the base, secondary education has endured great deal 
tinkering because the anxiety away with English-teaching. 
The principle teaching children their mother-tongue has been 
generally accepted, and here the fact that for the majority pupils 
the mother-tongue will also the language, language, the 
region, important one. The eagerness rid English has 
come the way developing Hindi into adequate language 
take its place. Despite all attempts disguise the fact, there 
genuine desire the part parents who seek good education for 
their children have them taught English effectively and not merely 
second language. The best-trained teachers the country have 
been trained English and teach English. There too 
psychological barrier many otherwise mature minds the learning 
Indian languages which, though must deplored, factor 
reckoned with. Hindi itself has yet develop uniformly 

and acquire status for modern needs. Also sufficiency 
textbooks and good teachers has yet built up. While with other 
Indian languages, the conflict between the literary and spoken forms 
was settled favour the latter, because political consciousness, 
Hindi further oppressed the pseudo-patriotic value attached 
Sanskritized Hindi. 

The language problem has solved spirit reason. 
would wise rule make sure that child required 
study more than two languages one time his school career. The 
study the mother-tongue regional language, language, should 
cease when the study Hindi and English taken 
the study both these languages will necessary, for long time 
come, and possibly permanent arrangement. What actually 
taking place race establish regional languages before Hindi secures 
its place the State language. The Bombay Government, which has 
taken the lead the campaign against English teachiny, has not 
sufficiently appreciated the implications this measure, and fraught 
with danger national development. 

The outlook for universities interesting not very cheering. 
the twenty-six universities existence India, fourteen grew the 
seventy years from 1857 1926, and twelve have sprung the last 
twenty-seven years. the year 1949, Bombay gave effect the 
policy setting regional universities—Poona, and 
Gujarat—and recognized the Women’s University Bombay. 
also took over the Maharaja Sayajirao University Baroda 
when that State was merged with Bombay. Linguistic universities 
present even greater menace the cultural unity India than 
linguistic States do. The reason very simple. Only some five units 
the Republic require redistribution give effect complete 
linguistic division the country; the rest the States are all already 
single-language areas. one has suggested that linguistic States 
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should sovereign bodies, and the authority the Centre accepted 
and could, earnestly desired, strengthened. With the universities. 
different. far, the universities whole have shown some 
concern losing English the common bond, and the setting 
regional language institutions. This due partly the recognition 
that the Indian languages there are not yet adequate books for higher 
education. also arises out desire preserve the unity 
India. But powerful forces are work, and not known how long 
linguistic pressures from the political field will restrained from 
spilling over into the academic. Here more than anywhere else the 
fact apparent that English being challenged for pride place 
with the people not one national language but several regional 
languages. Moreover, autonomy jealously defended this sphere, 
and all attempts setting central co-ordinating council have 
been fiercely resisted encroachment the rights the universities. 
Complaints from other countries about falling standards university 
education India, demonstrated the postgraduate students who 
pursue further studies foreign lands, are warnings that need 
heeded. the past, was usual hear comments the weakness 
Indian students the physical sciences, which, however, was 
quickly made owing fair grasp the English language. 
recent years, noted that complaints are coming even about the 
knowledge English. Among Asian nations, India has had this one 
advantage—adequate command western language. appears 
though narrow nationalism, combined with intense regional language 
loyalties and unexpressed hope amongst political leaders that the 
critical spirit will vanish with the ejection English from its dominant 
place, now threatens throw this advantage away recklessly. 

The level university education cannot fall without affecting the 
standard teaching the country. The university Indian national 
life does not occupy the place has the West or, recent years, 
America also. The greater number universities are state-run and 
has been remarked that the rule against participation politics, which 
applies teachers government institutions, generally operates only 
prevent activities that might appear opposed government 
policies. 

Sir John Sargent has contributed admirable chapter the teacher 
his Decennial Report for 1937-47 which needs widely read and 
assimilated. Much what says about the low scale salaries for 
teachers has been supported strikes, protests and demonstrations 
teachers all over the country. mind,’ observes Sir John, ‘there 
nothing incompatible between desire render service one’s 
fellows and desire earn fair even good living wage. 
may that some genius may yet arise this country who will show 
the world that education can cheap without being nasty. one 
has yet done so, and hope the educational world will not sit with hands 
folded await his advent. conceivable that may never appear.” 
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SURVEY AND CRITICISM OUR EDUCATION 


quote Sir John again: ‘Teaching not only gift, also 
craft which has acquired careful training and for which, for 
other crafts, only limited number people have the necessary 
aptitude. The idea that you can put anyone with certain elementary 
background knowledge front class and the result will 
education, complete and dangerous delusion. Apart from the 
possession the necessary technique, which essential, the teacher must 
also like his work. Those who have taught will need telling what 
hell teaching must for those who can neither maintain discipline nor 
secure the regard their pupils. the matter discipline, the 
teacher the victim present-day circumstances. agitation 
the twenties now catching with our national leaders, who for the 
large part seem quite unaware it. The prevailing mood 
run down our educational system and trace all our troubles it. What 
incentive study can the young student have when told all day 
and every day that the system under which pursues his education— 
for the bulk our young boys and girls the only system available 
them—is not worth serious 
NATARAJAN 
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Public Schools for the 
Deserving 

* 


INDIAN PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS AND THEIR 
ROLE INDIAN 
EDUCATION 


ORIGINS 


More than twenty years ago, and—if memory not fault—in 
the columns TEACHING, saw article from the pen 
Monk who was, think, that time Principal Stephen’s College, 
was suggested therein that better use could made 
the institutions then designated ‘Chiefs’ Colleges’ converting them 
into ‘Public Schools’ more less the lines the famous Public 
Schools England, instead letting them continue restrict 
admission pupils belonging hereditary class. 

That article caught attention because was that time Principal 
the Gwalior Sardars’ School and had not only been thinking along 
similar lines but had actually launched scheme for such conversion 
the school which was charge. 1932 scheme was 
sanctioned the Gwalior Government, and the Scindia School was 
started. far aware, all other schools that kind India 
have subsequently been similarly converted into ‘Indian Public Schools’. 


ACHIEVEMENTS 


this issue TEACHING intended ‘to present general picture 
the progress Secondary Education India since 1927’, think 
appropriate that among the credit items the creation the Indian 
Public Schools should included. believe will not denied 
anyone who has visited one more the schools now recognized 
the Indian Public Schools Conference, that those schools are out- 
standingly good many ways—as indeed they ought result 
the many advantages they possess, particularly respect 
buildings, equipment, and staffing. 

But should like something more this article than merely 
put record the creation those schools one the items achieved 
during the past twenty-five years Indian secondary education. should 
like suggest what ways that achievement should followed 
and made more widely useful India. The Editor has 
her editorial expressed the hope that this number may help, 
however small way, the planners and makers our policies 
secondary education. should like, can, make contribution 
towards that helpfulness. 


Three articles Monk, entitled Policy India: Neglected 
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examples what residential secondary schools can India, 
when staffed and equipped properly, the Indian Public Schools are 
outstanding. But they are too few and too expensive exercise 
wide influence. possible overcome their disadvantages? 
possible multiply such schools, and enable them ‘public’ 
the real sense the word? Unfortunately, there can doubt 
that the answer the first part the question must the negative. 
provide primary education for all, and even modicum secondary 
education for all who want it, likely very, very long time 
before funds are available for the establishment Indian Public 
Schools wide scale. Does this mean, then, that must rest 
content with the few such schools which admit only pupils whose 
parents can afford pay the high fees which such schools have 
charge order maintain first-class standards? other words, 
there practicable way which Public Schools can made 
accessible all who merit the type education they impart? 


Ways AND 


have been trying find way solving this problem ever since 
started the Scindia School, but not easy. Obviously, admission 
can restricted those who most deserve it, means selection 
tests for admission. not easy devise suitable tests—particularly 
view the fact that they have given rather early age— 
but with the help the many modern testing methods this difficulty 
can probably surmounted. much more serious problem that 
ensuring that those selected for admission will able meet the 
high cost education Public School. That cost cannot possibly 
reduced less than 120 month, present standards, because 
the only ways reducing the cost per pupil are (i) reduce the 
expenditure staffing, feeding and equipment (ii) increase the 
number pupils. Both these alternatives are out the question 
because they inevitably result lowering the standard education. 


Hence, the only possible way subsidize with scholarships the 
selected pupils who cannot afford the fees. 


New UNDERTAKING 


will interest readers TEACHING know that one 
the major States the Indian Republic has now under consideration 
scheme for implementing very idea. Recogrizing the value 
all-round education first-class residential school, the Ministry 
Education that State contemplates the opening such school 
ideal surroundings, with first-rate equipment and very carefully 
chosen and well-paid staff. Numbers are strictly limited, and 
high standard maintained every way. Admission will the 


— 
H 
us 
a 
j 


124 PEARCE 


lowest standard only, and fairly early age, and will solely 
merit, the results very carefully devised selection tests. the 
number applicants for admission large, methods will devised 
effect preliminary sifting. Those who are finally selected fill the 
number places available each year will given scholarships the 
State, according the income their parents. there are, among 
those selected, children wealthy people who can afford pay the 
whole the fees and expenses, they will not receive State aid; 
those who can afford part the cost, aid will granted meet 
the balance; the case those who cannot afford pay anything, 
the whole cost will met from scholarships. this way, 
candidate who has the capacity benefit fully from this kind 
education will fail receive owing the inability his parents 
meet the cost; while, equally, candidate will able obtain such 
education merely because his pacents can afford pay for it. 
This truly democratic method selection, which those get the 
best who deserve most, itrespective parentage. 


Wuy 


The and encouragement such schools each 
State, would provide India with least few dozen outstanding 
examples schools which quality not sacrificed quantity, 
inevitably most the overcrowded secondary schools today. 

The provision such schools ought essential feature the 
educational programme each State, not only for the purpose 
giving the best all-round education the élite the nation’s children, 
but also provide field experiment new educational methods 
which can only successfully tried out the most capable teachers 
with the aid first-class equipment. The lack encouragement 
experimental schools, and any educational work which necessitates 
freedom from the normal routine the Education Department, 
sad feature Indian education today; and unless more liberal and 
more far-sighted policy adopted regard this, India will soon 
better than totalitarian State possessing only schools the 
officially prescribed type, and teachers who are incapable anything 
beyond conformity official requirements. 


DANGERS AND REMEDIES 


India faces very grave crisis education present. The demand 
for very rapid expansion quantity placed too great strain the 
teaching profession, with the result that there has been disastrous 
deterioration quality. The possible danger too rapid expan- 
sion was foreseen Sir John Sargent when his 
warning that would take not less than forty years recruit and train 
the teachers necessary implement sound and complete system 
education for India. His careful calculations, based wide experi- 
ence and expert knowledge, were disregarded educational authorities 
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who were too great hurry show results. are now 
reaping the harvest their impatience, and means have found 
restore quality without losing what has been gained quantity. 

One the ways remedying. the situation the better training 
more teachers, and the increase trained teachers reduce gradually 
the number pupils per teacher figure which there possibility 
the individual care each pupil. This may termed the method 
tackling the problem from below. The other way tackle 
from above, bringing into existence élite, both schools and 
teachers, which may set standard for higher achievement everywhere. 
giving opportunities selected teachers the highest calibre 
work first-class schools where they may have scope for experimental 
work, new cadre workers the educational field could brought 
into existence; men and women with ability and initiative would 
due course rise the top the profession, and they would their 
turn create more first-class schools, would rise occupy important 
positions planners and administrators better system secondary 
education. For such future educational officers there could 
better training-ground than good residential school. All too often 
nowadays, administrative posts requiring first-hand experience the 
day-to-day problems children and teachers are filled people 
whose teaching experience has been limited college lecture-rooms, 
who have forgotten what feels like child! The human 
touch more necessary the educational field than any other. 
seem losing more and more, result wrapping 
education red tape. 

the State authorities are unable take the initiative creating 
more schools the kind required, then the work should undertaken 
the Central Ministry Education; which has already made good 
beginning taking over the former Lawrence Memorial Military 
Schools, and converting them into Public Schools. many ways this 
would educationally sounder policy, for the division India into 
States based linguistic differences makes more than ever necessary 
retain least one unifying factor—the existence some schools 
all-India basis, free from narrow 

And, neither the Centre nor the States are able willing 
provide this essential service the nation, then the least they can 
encourage private philanthropists and educational foundations 
carry such schools. Without them, there the likelihood that 
education India will continue deteriorate until reaches dead 
level mediocrity and totalitarian uniformity. Within the next 
few generations India will culturally ‘Balkanized’ and 
grave risk suffering that fate politically too. avoid such 
disasters, great foresight and creative effort are necessary now 
the educational field. 

PEARCE 
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* 
THE CURRICULUM Some Constructive 
SECONDARY 

* 


RECONSTRUCTION THE EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM 


SINcE gained Independence more than five years ago, have been 
seriously thinking reconstructing our educational system 
make serve the best interest this free State, which may 
remembered conglomeration great\many people different 
languages and different creeds. fact have look upon this 
State sub-continent. will thus realized how difficult the 
problem is. speak terms parallel, the problem some- 
thing like unifying almost the whole Europe and framing 
educational system for the whole it. People make much the 
multiplicity languages and creeds India, but not take into 
account the vastness the country and the resulting inevitability 
these differences. is, therefore, very creditable that highly satis- 
factory Constitution has been drawn for this vast country, which 
has been declared secular democratic State. The educational 
system this State has accord with its secular democratic 
nature. corollary this, the Constitution has declared that 
Hindi, which language spoken the greatest number Indians, 
should the national language the State. Under the British rule 
English was the common language education for the whole this 
country, and whatever divergent views may expressed some 
there doubt that this did help rouse our national consciousness, 
and bring together diverse people the whole the sub-continent 
one platform. would harmful lose this advantage suddenly 
and certainly not before the country ready for Hindi take the place 


English. Let then start with this postulate, and try work out 
curriculum for our schools. 


The growth the chjld-mind the most important single factor 
taken into consideration while discussing this problem. the 
earlier years the child simply absorbed gaining experience its 
environment, and mastering various skills body and mind, such 
walking, talking and counting. the age about ten, therefore, 
its education mainly concerned with such skills, and hence the 
education the primary elementary school has been termed 
learning the three R’s. Whatever concepts the adult may trying 
put into it, from the child’s point view simply the acquisi- 
tion the skills the three R’s. They are the first perquisites 
necessary for self-education the part the child; and the better 


For further psychological background this article, see ‘Our Schools and 
Curricula’, Vol. XI, No. (Sept. 1938). 
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and more durably these skills are mastered the more will 
the child its later life. Since these are the fundamental skills 
required every child the education all children the age 
about ten eleven necessarily more less identical. Some 
children may acquire these skills more quickly and more slowly 
according their native powers; but all the same these are the com- 
mon abilities all children have develop. 

When the child reaches the age ten eleven finds that the 
environment highly complex and its growing mind begins take 
interest different aspects the environment. 
impossible, however, for this growing mind take equal interest 
all the innumerably multifarious aspects the environment around 
it. Somehow the directions interest vagy with different children. 
variations, however, not manifest themselves once. 
only after three four years more that these directions begin 
clear us. This period, from the age about ten eleven about 
thirteen fourteen, is, may say, incubation period. This period 
the middle school the lower secondary stage our school system. 
During this period the teacher’s greatest responsibility observe the 
child carefully and find out the direction which its interests and apti- 
tudes grow. about the age thirteen fourteen possible 
classify more clearly these divergent interests and aptitudes, and this 
stage becomes the duty educators provide for them chalking 
out various courses study. This period, where several courses study 
with some common subjects and some alternative subjects are 
provided, the high school upper secondary stage our educational 
system. 

The educational system may thus likened tree with common 
trunk the bottom, with large branches bifurcating certain height, 
with these larger branches bifurcating again into smaller branches 
still greater height. All children have climb the common trunk 
the bottom, and then, when they reach certain height, they have 
select from among the branches according the interests and aptitudes 
they have developed. 


EDUCATION THE MIDDLE SCHOOL STAGE 

the beginning the middle school stage, that about the age 
11, assume that the child has fairly well mastered the reading 
and writing its mother-tongue and few simple fundamental 
arithmetical operations addition, subtraction, multiplication and 
division. has probably also observed and studied some the 
natural objects and phenomena around it. has also learnt about few 
personalities and little its geographical surroundings. the 
middle school stage, therefore, the education the child still 
general nature, with large variety topics, give 
sufficient scope for the latent powers the child develop. The 
subjects taught may grouped under the following heads: 
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(i) the mother-tounge; (ii) the national language, i.e. Hindi; (iii) third 
language: English (only during the transitional period and until such 
time Hindi able replace English completely); (iv) arithmetic; (v) 
civics with elementary knowledge society; (vi) local history and 
local geography; (vii) nature study; (viii) physical and health education 
and (ix) aesthetic education including art, handicraft and music. 

this stage important bear mind our aim educating 
children. The aim has been universally acknowledged psychological 
and sociological grounds ‘to help each individual realize the 
full powers his personality—body, mind and spirit—in and through 
active membership society’. should noted that fixing 


this aim recognize the large individual differences and also the 


that the individual grow society and adapt himself his social 
surroundings. educating the child have, therefore, give him 
full scope develop his individual and peculiar abilities, and also 
give him experience living society consisting individuals 
various, and sometimes not easily reconcilable, behaviour traits and 
powers the mind. This aim education, the words Dewey, 
thus not preparation for life, but give the individual experience life 
itself. The school becomes, according Dewey, miniature society, 
where children have live life give-and-take. 

attempting educate each individual the best capable of, 
find that have take various aspects the child’s life into 
account. find not only that children develop different kinds 
abilities and aptitudes, but that all not reach the same height the 
educational ladder. While some are capable reaching the highest 
rungs, others are forced drop out lower stages account 
their lower mental levels. are thus forced make provision 
our educational system for those children who drop out various 
stages. few such stages have recognized, and the education 
each stage must made self-sufficient far possible. Some 
children will drop out the lowest stage, say, the end the primary 
stage. After leaving this central stream education they will take 
some vocation. For some these vocations the individuals will have 
complete the general education they have far received some 
specific vocational training special classes evening classes. Thus 
the tailor, the carpenter the mason will have receive this 
specific training after finishing his general education the 
lowest stage. 

SECONDARY STAGE 


about the age the end the middle school stage, 
the specific aptitudes children begin show themselves, and hence 
the high school, upper secondary stage, the curriculum should 
include choice subjects suit these different capacities. the 
secondary schools all countries recent years this fact has been 
recognized, and provision made for the teaching number 
subjects, which are generally classified into different groups, each 
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group containing core common subjects and few 
alternative subjects. the United Kingdom this recognition has 
resulted the evolution school system with three main types 
secondary school: (i) The Secondary Grammar School, with its 
emphasis the cultural subjects and with its aim leading 


university education, (ii) The Secondary Technical School, with its 
emphasis technical subjects general nature, leading technical 
education the several vocational branches and, (iii) The Secondary 
Modern School, giving general education for the ordinary pupil 
the age fixed for the limit compulsory school attendance. 
position has been recognized recent years our country also, that 
number secondary technical, secondary agricultural, and secondary 
commercial schools have been established, and large number sub- 
jects have been included for the Secondary School Certificate examination. 
This seems step the right direction. curriculum the 
present secondary schools thus determined the requirements 
the Secondary School Certificate examination, rather more true 
say, historically, that the examination has been framed 
suit the requirements testing the attainments children studying 
different kinds schools that are already established the country. 
the State Bombay present this examination has replaced both 
the university Matriculation examination and the School Leaving 
Certificate examination. universities the State, however, have 
laid down the number and names subjects and the percentage 
marks obtained candidates seeking entrance these 

The subjects taught the high school stage, from about 
about 17, today include few compulsory core subjects and large 
number optional subjects. the State Bombay, according the 
present nomenclature, this period includes Standards VIII XI. The 
syllabus present requires two subjects taken from list 
twelve compulsory subjects and five more from list more than 
fifty optional subjects taken certain combinations. For reasons made 
clear below, changes are suggested follows. The group compulsory 
subjects should consist of: (i) the mother-tongue; (ii) the national 
language, namely Hindi; (iii) arithmetic, treated broadly include 
few algebraical and mensurational processes; (iv) short course 
history, geography and civics and (v) general science simple course 
for the ordinary children). optional subjects taken may from 


among large list including world history, world geography, mathe- 
matics, physics and chemistry, physiology and hygiene, botany and 
zoology, astronomy, English, one the classical languages such 


Sanskrit, Persian, etc., one the modern European languages 
(French, German etc.), general technology, agriculture, commerce, art, 
music etc. 
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Tue Lower EXAMINATION REPLACE THE 
EXAMINATION 


the age the only two public examinations present 
held are the Primary School Certificate and the Secondary School 
Certificate examinations. Now that the school course unified into 
uniform course from Standard Standard XI, the examination 
system may also unified Lower Secondary School Certificate 
examination, taken about and Higher Secondary 
School Certificate examination, taken about 17+. 
England, 1951, there were two examinations, the School 
Certificate examination taken about the age and Higher 
Certificate examination taken about Since 1951 these two 
examinations have been replaced the General Certificate examination 
taken three levels—the Ordinary, the Advanced and the 
Scholarship—according the abilities the candidates and their 
future intentions. The results this new system examination, 
and the way this system will received the public, have still 
seen. Our present P.S.C. examination has been looked down upon, 
and term the Lower examination its status will 
raised and will fit better into our present unified system. 
second board cannot established immediately the present 
Board may charged with the duty granting such Lower 
Secondary School Certificate children who have completed their 
studies to, and including, Std IX, i.e. about the age 15. They 
will appear for this Lower S.S.C. examination the five compul- 
sory subjects required. 


Tue ExAMINATION 


Children who wish proceed the university arts course may 
required take least five more subjects: classical language; 
English (in the transitional period only); mathematics; world history 
and world geography. Those who wish proceed the university 
science course may required take English (in the transitional 
period only), mathematics, science subject, world history, and world 
geography. the candidates for this Higher examination have 
not taken the Lower Examination already, they will have take 
examination two more subjects: the mother-tongue and Hindi. 
Children who wish prosecute their studies further technical, agri- 
cultural and commercial subjects may choose from among the subjects 
required for their lieu the science subject. 


Let briefly allude the evolution our educational system. 
system has always been determined the public examinations 
held the end the school Theoretically both the 
curriculum and the examination must fit the child and not the other 


) 
| 
4 
q 
\ 
f 
| 
q 
a 
FF 


THE CURRICULUM SECONDARY SCHOOLS 131 


way about. The evolution speak refers conditions the State 
Bombay. Similar conditions must have prevailed more less 
other States. the beginning this century the University 
Bombay held two examinations, the University School Final and the 
Matriculation. former was meant for persons who would end 
their school course and take some service enter some business. 
The latter was meant for university entrants. Only those who passed 
the first were eligible for Government service. The two examinations 
were almost par. The former examination, however, was never 
popular. Candidates for the latter examination far exceeded candidates 
for the former. result, the matriculates also got into service, 
both Government and non-Government, large numbers. 
fact, matriculate more often proved superior the other actual 
service. few years, therefore, the year 1904 thereabouts, the 
University School Final examination was discontinued and only the 
Matriculation examination was held the University. the year 1919 
new experiment was tried. The Government Bombay and the 
University Bombay established Joint Examination Board, which 
conducted the School Leaving Certificate examination for about ten years. 
The Matriculation examination was abolished. This S.L.C. examination 
the Joint Board disappeared the year 1930 and the University revived 
its Matriculation examination. After few years, the year 1942, 
the Government started its own examination, namely, the School 
Leaving Certificate examination, examination making candidates 
eligible for Government service. The University Matriculation 
examination continued. This examination also suffered the same 
fate the University School Final examination never became 
popular. Finally the Bombay Government, established Act the 
Secondary School Certificate Examination Board the year 1948, and 
enjoined the regional universities the State accept this examination 
for purposes entrance the universities. The Matriculation exami- 
nation long conducted the University Bombay was abolished, 
and the University Bombay, and the regional universities which 
had sprung about that time, were obliged recruit students from 
among those who had passed the examination. The universities, 


A 


however, were free determine the number subjects that candidates 
could take, and the percentage marks make them for 
admission. settled the long-continued tussle between the 
Government and the universities regards the eligibility candidates 
for admission the services and entry the university. 

This brief historical sketch shows that two parallel examinations held 
the same time, one Government otherwise, and the other 
for university entrance, can never flourish one and the same time. 
Pupils take the university Matriculation examination they are lured 
the glamour university education. the last resort, they are 
precluded from entering the university for financial reasons, they wish 
take service the strength the same examination. For this very 
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_reason has been suggested above that there should two 


examinations, Lower and Higher one, the first taken couple 
years earlier. After passing the Lower examination, many candidates are 
expected into service business. few ambitious ones from 
among them may even try the Higher examination, little later. But 
the temptation taking service and earning livelihood early life 
will deter great many from entering the Higher examination course 
without considerable forethought. Such step also very sound 
psychologically, has been explained above. 


THE SYLLABUS STUDIES THE 
SECONDARY CURRICULUM 


The syllabus studies the upper standards high schools has 
always depended the subjects prescribed for the Matriculation 
the examination and remained largely unchanged until about 
the year 1942, when the Government examination was started, 
was for this examination that large number alternative subjects 
was allowed for the first time. This was the result change 
educational policy after the Congress Government came into power 
the year 1937. This Government had established number technical, 
agricultural and commercial schools the State the year 1937 and 
the years following, and the problem before the Government now was 
how examine the candidates who came for the final examination, 
about four years from that time, the end the secondary school 
course. the Government was obliged institute the 
examination the year 1942 with large number optional 
subjects. this examination never became popular the face 
the university Matriculation examination, the Government passed 
the Secondary School Certificate Act, abolishing the 
Matriculation examination and instituting the Secondary School 
Certificate examination its place. Board was established 
conduct this examination which has been existence until this day. 
very large choice from about sixty subjects allowed for this examina- 
tion, including technical, agricultural and commercial subjects. would 
interesting carry out follow-up investigation candidates who 
have passed the S.S.C. examination with these technical and other sub- 
jects. The subjects for the final examination the end the secondary 
course were almost the same from the beginning this century till the 
year 1942, when the S.S.C. examination was started. were, 
however, few changes here and there. ‘The most notable changes 
were as.regards the sciences and languages. the beginning the 
century the science subjects for the Matriculation were mechanics, 
chemistry and astronomy. the university School Final 
option the subjects the science group was allowed that 
either natural philosophy biology agriculture could taken. 
The science subjects were changed about the year 1914 
physics and chemistry physiology and hygiene, but the university 
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did not hold examination this subject. The headmasters were 
authorized certify that the candidates had completed the course 
science and carried out the experiments prescribed. This was 
account the emphasis placed practical work carried out 
the candidates themselves. All secondary schools were required 
maintain properly equipped science The Government 
appointed special Inspector Science supervise this scheme 
practical work. This insistence practical work science was very 
important change brought about the curriculum this period and 
these science laboratories have been necessary feature secondary 
schools ever since then. this period geography and the regional 
language were also subjects certified the headmasters along with 
science. this system certification headmasters did not work 
well, the university, more accurately the Joint Board, had resume 
the responsibility holding examinations these subjects about 
the year 

Although the syllabus studies the upper standards secondary 
schools was thus controlled the university, the syllabus the lower 
standards was entirely left the hands the Government Department 
Education. This syllabus, however, remained almost constant from 
the year 1914 until few years ago when the Congress Government 
came into power the year From then greater importance 
came attached craftwork, the regional language and Hindi. 
More importance began attached physical education too, but 
the lack playground facilities our schools thing deplored. 
English compulsory language receded into the background. The 
position regards these subjects not fully stabilized this day. 
The most debatable point has been the gradual abolition English 
compulsory subject from the secondary school course. course 
time Hindi, the national language, bound take its place. Until 
then, during the transitional period, would advisable allow 
greater freedom schools regards the choice language subjects 
suggested above. 


THE PROBLEM LANGUAGES 


The most vexed problem our country today the language 
problem. Different sections people and educationists are not agreed 
how many languages our children should learn. There are 
claims put forward for least four languages—the mother-tongue, 
Hindi, English and classical language. good many people would 
like our children learn all the four languages. would certainly 
very great burden. The ordinary adult Englishman knows only 
one language, English. does not understand even the language 
his nearest neighbour, France. highly desirable that the language 
burden should taken off the shoulders our school children. 
the above scheme school education only two languages are shown 
taken compulsorily all children: the mother-tongue and 
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Hindi, the national language. Those who wish continue their 
studies the university may take additional languages. border 
areas India children generally pick up, their early childhood, 
second language beside the mother-tongue, for example, Kannada 
and Marathi, Marathi and Gujarati, Gujarati and Hindi and on. 

would seem desirable, therefore, that the Government should 
adopt policy greater freedom education. the last analysis 
the educational policy every Government depends the political 
views the Government. This cannot prevented. suggested, 
therefore, that the Government may give new turn its educational 
policy laying down its own conditions recruitment the services 
rather than impose those conditions the school system. Let all corres- 
pondence Government departments carried Hindi and let 
all competitive examinations for recruitment the services held 
Hindi, and the public will automatically find that their children need 
not take the additional burden learning English. present 
this correspondence and the competitive examinations are carried 
English. 

Closely connected with this problem the problem the medium 
instruction. From the scheme stated above will clear that the 
medium instruction the end the secondary school stage 
should the mother-tongue the regional language. the 
university stage the medium instruction all the States should 
Hindi. short, Hindi should replace English wherever English 
present used. Since 1937 the medivm instruction secondary 
schools has been the mother-tongue the majority secondary schools. 
Some educationists advocate the use the regional language the 
medium instruction even the university stage. But this would 
create good many difficulties. Education the university stage 
would become very narrow and the choice personnel for university 


teaching would very much restricted, and university education would 
suffer greatly result this. 


THE CUMULATIVE 

wish touch one important point. There are some traits 
human behaviour which cannot evaluated ordinary tests and 
examinations. Such are, for example, traits emotional behaviour, 
character and some extent soundness physical health. These 
can best adjudged constant observation children school and 
out school, the playground and during social functions. The 
teachers have come into contact with children over long periods 
able judge them properly. Hence the importance extracurricular 
activities. ‘Teachers should observe children very carefully and 
note down their observations the Cumulative Record Cards 
individual children along with their progress the academic subjects. 
these records are kept scientific lines over the whole school course, 
and preserved carefully, the head the school can summarize’ the 
points and record them the testimonials issued him 
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candidates seeking employment the end the school course. The 
employer would better able judge the employees’ abilities from 
the examination certificate and the testimonial issued the strength 
the Cumulative Record Card. One difficulty observing children 
individually and knowing them fully that the high school 
classes the teachers are usually subject specialists and the children 
any one class are not under the same teacher for sufficiently long 
time. There is, however, usually class teacher for each class. 
should teach many subjects his class possible. good 
plan also for the class teacher the higher class along with 
the pupils when they are promoted. Such method changing the 
class teachers cyclic order, whenever tried, has been found 
work very well. 
FREEDOM EDUCATION 


present the State Government imposes certain restrictions and 
compulsions the choice subjects our schools. tends 
create opposition from certain quarters. Freedom 
recognized principle and observed the educational system the 
United Kingdom. schools are more less free select their own 
subjects and their own textbooks. you from school school 
the United Kingdom you will surprised find that there 
uniformity all. Each school has its own syllabus and its own 
textbooks which very often are quite different from those other 
schools. The Britisher very proud this freedom education. 
Only the broad outline the curriculum laid down the Local 
Education Authority. atmosphere freedom very necessary 
any experimental work carried out our schools. 


Kamat 
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REORIENTATION Secondary Education 


West 


* 


secondary school system Bengal the expression individuality 
and self-help. Despite its obvious limitations, its imperfections, its 
inadequacies, characteristic the people Bengal. Non- 
government secondary schools form over ninety-nine per cent the total 
number high and middle schools West Bengal. The number 
government-managed high schools also disproportionately small 
compared with the total number high schools—the proportion about 
50. Hence the system, such can called, both expression 
and result that principle self-help dear the educated 
people Bengal. 

Although the Bengal Primary Education Act was passed 1919, 
not much progress was made enforcing the provisions the Act for 
about ten 1930 new Primary Education Act known the 
Bengal (Rural) Primary Education Act was passed. it, the levy 
Primary Education Cess (similar to.the Roads and Public Works 
Cesses) was made compulsory the districts where the provisions 
the Act were introduced. This might called the beginning payment 
large subventions for the expansion education Bengal through 
the instrumentality governmental tax- cess-collecting agencies. 
Larger grants were also made available for secondary schools the 
State government through budgets passed the Legislature. During 
the last twenty-five years rapid expansion primary education has 
been made. consequence the strength the secondary schools 
has increased enormously. But not many changes school buildings 
and equipment have been made. The number trained graduate 
teachers also has not increased proportionately with the number 
schools started. The number trained graduate teachers high 
schools does not represent even one-fifth the total number 
teachers this type schools West Bengal. One might well say 
that secondary education bad way West Bengal now. The 
situation has been.aggravated account the migration large 
number refugee children and young men and women from East 
Pakistan West Bengal and since 1948. 

Government Resolution education was issued the Ministry 
Education, Bengal, July 1935, reviewing the process expansion 
education that had been going Bengal since 1835, the year 
which the famous Resolution the India was issued 
Lord William Bentinck. The Government Resolution 1835 
gave new direction education India. account the passing 
the Government India Act Parliament England, the year 
1935 (the centenary year the passing the Government Resolution 
Education India 1835) was considered the threshold 
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new era provincial autonomy. The time was ripe for new review 
the whole position, especially primary education, which Bengal 
lagged behind most the other provinces India. The Resolution 
1935 pointed out the defects the educational system Bengal 
and attempted state clearly how the system and conditions 
education could reorganized. The idea having special board 
committee for the development secondary education can traced 
the Resolution 1935. new government was formed 1937, 
and after considering criticisms and suggestions from individuals and 
public bodies, the Government Bengal issued fresh Resolution 
the same year laying down the policy and programme which should 
education. 

the same year, 1937, connexion with the silver jubilee 
celebrations the Navabharat Vidyalaya, its managers conceived the 
idea calling small conference nationally-minded educationists 
discuss the plan education which Mahatma Gandhi had been 
endeavouring propound the columns the Harijan during the 
months July, August and September 1937. Gandhiji approved 
the proposal hold National Education Conference Wardha 
and October 1937, and agreed preside over it. The 
scheme propounded the conference, and subsequently developed 
committee under the chairmanship Zakir Hussain, came 
known the Wardha Scheme the Basic Education Scheme. The 
scheme was subsequently considered the Central Advisory Board 
Education the Government India and modified two 
important directions, namely that there should compulsory basic 
education the primary stage and for the secondary stage there 
would fairly large number basic high schools. The names 
were subsequently changed into Junior Basic Schools and Senior 
Basic Schools. Then the courses studies were entirely changed, 
mainly the basis the recommendations contained the Report 
the Central Advisory Board Education Post-War Educational 
Development India (1944). 

After World War and after India had gained her independence 
1947, the School Education Committee was constituted the 
Government West Bengal consider the Report the reorgan- 
ization primary and secondary education the province. ‘The 
control and development secondary education Bengal had been 
thorny problem for long time. Successive secondary education Bills 
were wrecked the Bengal Legislative was therefore 
considered that for any scheme for the reorganization secondary 
education the province, the constitution Board Secondary 
Education was integral part, and that the setting authority 
solely devoted secondary education, and having preponderance 
independent educational interests including the Calcutta University, 
should not delayed any further. Further proposals were discussed 
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the Report submitted the School Education Committee 1949, 
Reorganization School Education West Bengal. the 
next year the West Bengal Secondary Education Act, 1950, was 
passed, and May 1951 the West Bengal Board Secondary 
Education was inaugurated. that occasion the Hon’ble Minister 
Education, West Bengal, said: ‘Secondary Education, has 
complete and self-contained education for the adolescents and, 
the same time, diversified cater for the requirements 
students different ability, aptitude and interests, can only 
promoted and controlled body which not wholly committed 
the development higher education. doubt principal branch 
secondary education will always engaged preparing students 
intellectually better equipped, for higher studies, but the other forms 
must prepare the students for entry into industrial commercial 
concerns for professional agricultural undertakings.’ 

After the setting the Board Secondary Education West 
Bengal and after considerable discussion with several authorities and 
educational organizations, the Board adopted January, 
curriculum for the School Final Examination. this examination 
candidates will examined seven compulsory subjects, and 
least one but not more than two elective subjects, one which may 
additional subject. Moreover will possible for the 
candidates take four alternative courses replacing few 
subjects from the general course. alternative courses for the 
time being shall include (i) Technical courses, (ii) Agricultural 
courses, (iii) Commercial courses and (iv) Special courses for girls. 
The detailed curricula and syllabuses for these courses are now being 
prepared the Syllabus Committee the Board; and the School 
Final examination 1956 and subsequent years will conducted 
the new basis outlined above. The improvement, any, over 
the present system examination can therefore judged only 
after 1956, 
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before natural looking back: more natural and more 
salutary result can imagined after the retrospect the last twenty- 
five years secondary education than furtive forward the 
school are trying build, not destroying the old but 
the needs new India. 

The most important progressive step which have taken during 
the last twenty-five years the adoption the mother-tongue the 
medium instruction the entire primary and secondary stages. 
There were those who thought this was retrograde step, for would 
handicap those who went university, where the medium 
instruction was still English. But this drawback could only partial 
and temporary: would only affect those students who actually did 
the university after high school and, month two, they would 
easily get over this change the medium instruction. own ex- 
perience has been that the students who now come out the high 
school where they have been taught everything their mother-tongue 
are more mature mind, and have better assimilated their knowledge 
than their who had learned everything through foreign 
medium, They are less familiar with spoken English when they attend 
lectures English (spoken many ways there are lecturers); 
but this difficulty does not last longer than the first term three 
months, after which they are level with those who have had all 
their instruction English. 

But the fall the standard English grammar and spelling and 
vocabulary cannot denied, though its cause not easy disentangle. 
The change place assigned things English the Indian mind 
the years before and after our attainment independence seems 
the chief reason for the general want interest English language 
and and the primary cause deterioration. Methods 
teaching, too, are defective, for they are often not suited foreign 
language. direct method, which succeeds the teaching the 
mother-tongue England, leads imposing but tottering 
constructions and expressions foreign language. There much 
said for the medieval and renaissance method double translation 
much recommended Ascham, and even today followed Europe 

the study, not only Latin and Greek, but even living foreign 
languages. The teaching English second third language 
the secondary school for the full six years, with solid foundation 
formal and applied grammar, seems the only remedy for the 
phenomenal deterioration all observe the standard English 
India. 

But Quis custodiet custodes? Any improvement the knowledge and 
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teaching English can come only from better trained body 
teachers the school. The vicious circle poor teachers and poor 
pupils can broken when the more important link the chain, the 
cause, improved. But improvement both school teaching and 
teachers’ training must simultaneously brought about before the 
desired rise standard can achieved. And profit better 
training the raw material must better; and draw better people 
the profession, will better salaries and prospects alone enough, 
some self-sacrificing impulse necessary 

Though the number schools and students for the secondary stage 
has doubled during the last twenty-five years, have not yet decided 
one fundamental question about the secondary school: complete 
stage education with its own definite goal, only step to, 
and preparation for, the university? The Matriculation examination 
was most provinces and states replaced School Final 
School Leaving examination that the secondary school might not 
mere dependent the university. The course was also diversified 
and made less academic and the examination the end became 
the responsibility the Education Department the Government. 
This was more than twenty-five years ago. But the result has not 
been attained. The Indian student almost automatically and inevitably 
enters college all eligible for it. Partly because too 
young for anything partly for want alternative kinds 
training, gravitates towards the arts science college 
proportion larger than any country Europe. The result that 
our universities are cluttered with large number very young 
students who have neither the aptitude nor the taste for the very 
special kind work for which university stands. Since our schools 
have become preparation for the university, our universities have 
become continuation the high school. Numbers themselves are 
not perhaps harmful standards; but when the majority these 
students cannot profit university training, the standard both 
teaching and examination unconsciously lowered. 

The introduction ‘intermediate’ stage into the university itself 
has been necessitated this fact large numbers school-leavers 
knocking the doors the university. But whether this stage should 
part the university the school perhaps the most 
important the many problems awaiting solution. Nearly forty years 
ago the Sadler Commission recommended that the high school course 
should extended and that the university should only deal with 
degree course three years. Not even the Calcutta University, for 
which the Commission was chiefly meant, has carried out this advice. 
know, Delhi, which started university much the 
only university have three-year B.A. and B.Sc. course. the rest 
India intermediate certificate has obtained after two years 
university before student can work for degree arts 
science. 
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There are two chief disadvantages this arrangement. great 
proportion the students who come the university are too young 
real university work. the age fourteen many them are 
already the university, whereas Europe one can hardly arrive 
there before eighteen; and although, our-expectation life being less, 
may said grow earlier than Europeans, their general 
knowledge and alertness greater. European undergraduate can 
therefore himself and subjected less lecturing 
than his Indian brother who has treated like schoolboy 
not waste his and money, and fail build his 
character. 

Another disadvantage that the intermediate course invites large 
and heterogeneous crowd students who seem think 
continuation the high school and not distinct type and form 
education with its own proper object—the training leaders. For 
this large number very young and undeveloped students the 
university method lecturing ill-suited. their age they should 
taught small classes forty the high school, and according 
the system education adapted that stage. What has been 
generally adopted compromise between the school and the univer- 
sity method, and like all other compromises has been best only 
partial success. 

The only satisfactory solution this problem seems extend 
our high school period year two, that the secondary course 
may fairly complete and self-sufficient preparation for the 
ordinary pursuits life, and those who from the school the 
university may little older and maturer than they now are. Instead 
fixing age-limit for entrance the university, done, for 
example, Madras, the school course may rearranged last 
till the average student eighteen. This done most countries 
Europe. 

One way doing this would leave the high school now is, 
with perhaps year more complete its programme for truly final 
examination, and have pre-university course one two years 
for those who, having passed out the school and qualified for ordinary 
jobs, have the aptitude and desire the university for profess- 
ional academic career. During this pre-university course the 
student could given sufficient training English enable him 
follow the lectures the university, and whatever other preparation 
needed the various subjects, bridge the gap between the standard 
the school and that the university. This experiment pre- 
university course with entrance examination the end was 
tried Travancore; but instead making compulsory the Govern- 
ment and university that State made optional, alongside the 
traditional intermediate course. was therefore foredoomed failure. 
introduced all over India will great blessing both the 
school and the university. 
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The examination the end the secondary school stage will also 
need revision view the new orientation given the course. 
must not examination aptitude for university studies, but 
accomplishment and acquisition what expected fairly educated 
Indian the modern world. Class records and marks and notes 
non-academic activities should given their due value assessing 
the fitness candidate for the School Leaving Certificate. But for 
entrance the university distinct and different examination 
necessary wish select those students who are fit for our 
university courses, and avoid waste and disappointment. Though 
formal selection difficult and odious, some indirect method must 
found which society can see that equal opportunities are given 
all who have equal aptitudes; and while one refused the 
kind and degree education for which really fit, one who 
unfit given training which will good, and perhaps harm, 
either himself the country. 
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CHANGES GIRLS’ 
EDUCATION, 


Definite Progress 


article refers particular changes girls’ schools Madras 
State during the past twenty-fivé years. writer has been closely 
touch with these schools throughout that period. The most 
remarkable change girls’ education during the past twenty-five years 
has been the number girls under instruction. This advance has 
been spectacular, can shown the number women who went 
college and passed the examinations the Madras University 
the beginning and end the first two decades the period under 
review. 1927 the number was 358; 1947 the number was 
2,779, and the increase the next five years was even more striking. 
natural consequence this expansion girls’ education has been 
the development leadership amongst Indian women. Twenty-five 
years ago practically all mission girls’ schools had English American 
headmistresses, and most the key posts for women the Indian 
Educational Service were held Englishwomen. Today the 
exception find any but Indian woman charge girls’ 
school and there are Englishwomen Government service. Side 
side with these developments there has been growing emphasis 
the study Indian languages and Indian culture girls’ schools. 
Twenty-five years ago the study English was begun Class III 
most girls’ schools Madras Presidency, and English was the medium 
instruction from Form Form VI. The emphasis English 
was not without certain advantages for girls with natural linguistic 
gifts, but proved heavy burden for many children who found 
difficult learn every subject through foreign language. Learning 
both easier and happier now that the medium instruction 
Form nearly all schools the child’s own mother-tongue. 


The fact that English was the medium instruction was not the 


whole, even the chief, difficulty. English history, English geography, 
English folk dances and English singing were taught, but little 
emphasis was placed the cultural heritage India. The writer 
remembers observing more than once lesson Madras school 
Wars the Roses’ when such topic would not have been set 
corresponding form English school. She was often reminded 
how the German Kaiser (who was largely responsible for starting 
World War had been called ‘Little English goose’ other German 
princes because his mother, the daughter Queen Victoria, had 
entrusted his education almost entirely English was 
inevitable that reaction against English should set in. sign 
progress the right direction that today not only Indian art, Indian 
music and Indian dancing are taught many girls’ schools but the 
Madras Government syllabus school studies based study 
Indian life. increasingly successful attempt being made give 
our girls some appreciation Indian culture. Efforts bridge the 
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gulf between school and home have been less successful, but 
hoped that the enlightened teaching home science will help 
this matter. 

Other good developments girls’ schools Madras State are the 
emphasis now placed physical education, camping and excursions. 
Not very much was attempted these lines twenty-five years ago. 
Indian colleague the writer says that the only outings from her 
school twenty-five years ago were either the neighbouring cemetery 
the mental hospital! Happily, today more cheerful excursions 
are arranged many girls’ schools, and pupils the majority 
schools take enthusiastic part inter-school sports and games. 

The developments outlined above are good, but would rash 
assert that the education given today girls Madras schools 
every way superior that given twenty-five years ago. The very growth 
numbers has brought with new problems. girls 
Madras State attend schools intended primarily for boys. They sit for 
the most part silent listeners the classroom with little that 
give-and-take study and games from which girls learn much. 
Most their teachers are men and the writer’s experience that 
Indian men, with notable exceptions, teach less well than Indian women. 
Madras are fortunate having considerable number women 
teachers, but the fact that many these are married means that 
frequently the claims home school (sometimes both) are 
neglected. years ago the best graduate teachers felt called 
life service. Life university had been new and wonderful 
experience for them, and they wanted pass their pupils some 
this newly discovered joy and interest life. The words ‘Freely 
have received, freely give’ meant something real them. 
must not let that spirit lost our teachers today and tomorrow. 
Mrs Hansa Mehta, Vice-Chancellor Baroda University, has 
reminded us, ‘Upon the quality its teachers, the future this 
country 
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Make Secondary Education 
Comprehensive, Diversified 
and Integrated 


TOWARDS NEW 
OUTLOOK FOR 

SECONDARY 
CATION INDIA 


the beginning the last decade secondary education India 
was synonymous with definite type education, predominantly 
academic and bookish content, and orientated towards the university 
and white-collar jobs. This type education was fostered and 
encouraged the British, because provided them with the clerks 
and minor officials needed for the smooth Working the administrative 
machine, though enlightened administrators and 
educationists more than one occasion pointed out its dangers. And 
since this bookish, literary type education was keeping with the 
Indian temper and was the ‘open sesame’ the much-coveted 
Government services and the professions, secondary education acquired 
status and prestige only partly deserved strictly educational 
grounds. While for the intellectually able provided more 
less sound though lop-sided education, its real lasting value for 
the majority was, say the least, extremely questionable. For 
many who were dull and backward, who were gifted with practical 
rather than verbal intelligence, was well-nigh fatal. that 
may, the obvious utilitarian value and the exaggerated prestige this 
type secondary education led its rapid and unhealthy growth and 
extension, that, lacking solid foundation universal basic 
education, the Indian educational system became top-heavy, like 
inverted pyramid. 

During the past decade this dangerously narrow 
conception secondary education has been increasingly questioned 
India. Largely because the influence the famous Hadow and Spens 
Reports England and the progressive theories enlightened 
educational thinkers and psychologists India and abroad, was 
realized that the phrase ‘secondary education’ contained wider implica- 
tions than possessed before. Progressive educationists began see 
more and more clearly that secondary education did not connote merely 
single specific type educational programme, meant only for those 
who had the brains the money partake it, but stage 
continuous educational process that was coterminous with life, stage 
that followed the primary stage and laid the foundations for the 
education the adult; and, such, was meant not only for the 
few, but for all children, irrespective birth, intelligence, financial 
means social status. 

This liberal interpretation the phrase, secondary education, meant 
reviewing its objectives, content, purpose and orientation. secon- 
dary education was extended all chiidren, was realized that 
would not only futile, but dangerous attempt compel them all 
fit the Procrustean bed the traditional academic, university-entrance 
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type secondary education. This type may suitable for the small 
minority—psychologists put about per cent the population 
any country—who have the intelligence and the interest benefit from 
it. For the remaining per cent,new types secondary education, better 
suited the varying ages, abilities, aptitudes and interests the students 
were necessary and desirable the course secondary education was 
promote instead retard their all-round growth and development. 
Secondary education, short, was genus, which could proliferate into 
many species. Many psychologists claimed that there should three 
broad species secondary education—the grammar school academic 
the technical; and the modern practical. Others pointed out 
with reason that adolescents could not divided into these hard-and- 
fast classes, that within the three major groupings many permutations 
and combinations were possible. For them there were therefore 
typical pupils only individual needs and interests had catered 
for true equality educational opportunity was extended all. 
But whether there should three major sides secondary education 
several, educationists India and abroad agree that, underlying 
the necessary diversity secondary education, there should 
underlying unity. All types secondary education should provide 
for not only the intellectual, but also the physical, emotional, moral and 
spiritual growth and development the pupils; they should all aim 
develop the latent worthy potentialities and abilities children; 
develop them fully individuals and enable them make their 
fullest contribution the society which they live. accomplish 
this, all types secondary education should both liberal and 
vocational; they should prepare both for life and for livelihood. 

This new conception secondary education was clearly defined 
the Central Advisory Board Education India the famous 
Sargent Report, Post-War Educational Development India (1944). 
This Report attacked the limited conception secondary education 
prevalent India, and put forward complete and thorough scheme 
for its radical reorganization. The Central Advisory Board emph- 
asized that the existing type academic, college-entrance secondary 
education was not the only type secondary education possible; nor 
was it, except for few, the best type secondary education. 
‘While will remain’, stated the Report, very important function 
the high (secondary) school pass their more able pupils 
universities and other institutions equivalent standard, the large 
majority school learners should receive education that will fit 
them for direct entry into occupations and professions.’ changed 
outlook this type’, added little later on, ‘will demand thorough 
overhaul the present organization and curriculum high schools,’ 
and proceeded indicate the broad outlines the comprehensive 
secondary system envisaged. recommended that after common 
education the junior basic primary stage, all children the 
basis their abilities, aptitudes and interests should proceed for 
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‘post-primary (secondary) education’ either senior basic schools 
five years’ duration which ‘while being cultural 
character, should adequately planned for entry into industrial, 
commercial and technical occupations well universities’—and 
should provided bi-lateral high schools. Besides the senior 
basic and the bi-lateral high schools, the Report also advocated third 
group ‘post-primary’ schools—technical commercial schools— 
which would recruit students from the other two types and 
provide them with thorough training fit them for direct entry 
into industry commerce. 

Similar progressive schemes for the reorganization secondary 
education have been set foot several States. Uttar Pradesh 
the Board High School and Intermediate Examination, acting 
the recommendation the Acharya Narendra Deva Committee, recast 
the State system secondary education soon after Independence. 
Heaceforth candidates for the high school examination, which marked 
the termination secondary education and largely determined its 
character and content, instead being confined one type 
secondary curriculum, could choose one four broad types 
secondary course—a literary course, scientific course, artistic 
course, constructive course. these, the first two were meant 
for children high intelligence and academic cast mind; the 
other two courses aimed cater for children lesser intelligence who 
were gifted with practical artistic abilities. Although the psychology 
differentiating clearly between four types adolescent match 
the four options open question, still the Uttar Pradesh scheme 
was attempt put into practical form new and enlarged 
conception the true nature and scope and content secondary 
education. 

West Bengal the Secondary Education Act, 1950, which has 
placed the entire responsibility for secondary education the 
State the semi-autonomous Secondary Education Board, has also 
prepared the ground for the establishment diverse types 
secondary education its comprehensive and all-embracing 
‘Secondary education means education suitable the requirements 
all pupils who have completed primary education, and have not 
qualified for admission certificate, diploma degree course 
instituted university Government, and includes (i) general 
education, (ii) technical education, (iii) industrial education, (iv) agricul- 
tural education, (v) commercial education, (vi) education for the physically 
handicapped, (vii) education the mentally retarded and defectives, (viii) 
education reformatory schools and jails and (ix) such other type 
vocational and special education the State Government may with 
the concurrence the Board direct.’ Similar efforts are being made 
other States reinterpret, widen the scope, and recast the pattern 
secondary education; make more responsive than heretofore 
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the varying needs and abilities the students, and the needs free 
democratic India. 

These attempts the more less radical reformation secondary 
education India may tempt believe that new secondary 
education has been born our country, and that the millennium 
just around the corner. This optimistic view is, however, far from 
corresponding with reality; actual reorganization lags behind 
progressive paper schemes and the enlightened vision the educational 
planners. Very little has been done, for instance, the eight years 
that have elapsed since the publication the Sargent Report 
implement its recommendations, except appoint new commission 
secondary education which has completed its investigations and 
present producing its Report.. This Report will doubt confirm 
and extend the Sargent Committee’s recommendations for the 
organization comprehensive and diversified system secondary 
education India: whether its recommendations will still-born like 
those its predecessor remains seen. Uttar Pradesh, too, the 
new system secondary education has not worked too well. Over 
per cent high school pupils, whether suits them not, opt for 
the traditional, academic, university-orientated literary 
courses, and scorn the artistic and constructive courses. the absence 
suitable criteria for testing individual abilities and aptitudes and the 
social climate opinion outside the schools, can they blamed for 
choosing the devil they know rather than the angel they are unfamiliar 
with? Hence will take many years before the constructive and 
artistic groups acquire the same status, quality and utility the 
literary and scientific, and begin enjoy true parity esteem. 
West Bengal, also, despite the liberal definition secondary education 
the Act, the actual elective element the School Final curriculum 
small that the new School Final very largely the old Matricula- 
tion under new name; examination that still predominantly imposes 
university-entrance and not life-enirance type secondary 
education; one that probably develops the ability and aptitudes 
about per cent the 50,000 candidates who yearly appear for 
it, and hinders and retards, greater lesser degree, the 
intellectual growth and all-round development the remainder. 

The reasons for the large gap between the theory and practice 
secondary education India today are not difficult find. The 
traditional type secondary education well-established and the 
combined forces inertia and vested interests will tend keep so. 
Unfortunately the opposition the new types secondary education 
comes not only from the universities, employers and parents, also 
frequently comes from administrators, heads and teachers, who, being 
products the narrow academic tradition, are unable grasp 
adapt their thinking and working the newer and more revolutionary 
conception secondary education. Besides, while the conception 
secondary education suited the age, abilities and aptitudes the 
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pupils educationally sound theory, the moment attempt made 
give local habitation and name whole host practical diffi- 
culties arise. The vexed and intractable problem selection the 
right type secondary education for every child; the breaking down 
the deep-rooted prejudice the minds Indian parents against 
any sort vocational technical education; the reactionary social 
climate opinion outside the schools which hostile any departure 
from the old system; the difficulty establishing real parity esteem 
between the various species the common genus; the vital decision 
whether there should separate schools for each type 
secondary education, one comprehensive multilateral omnibus 
school; the training new types teachers and the finding the 
money finance the reorganization schemes—these and many other 
practical problems will have solved before the dream 
comprehensive, diversified and integrated system secondary education 
for free India becomes reality. 

The task may seem impossible fulfilment. Yet given the faith, 
the courage, the willingness experiment ourselves and also learn 
from other nations who have embarked far-reaching 
schemes for reorganizing and refashioning their systems secondary 
education, there reason for despair. ‘The millennium may not 
around the corner, but with the Secondary Education Commission 
light the way ahead, and the whole-hearted co-operation the 
Government, educational interests, and the people, may yet dawn 
our lifetime. 
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The Modern Rural School. 
and Howarp Dawson. 
xii +494. McGraw- 
Hill Book Company. 1952. 40s. 

This book gives exhaustive study 
tural education America. Naturally 
therefore some parts are greater interest 
and value for Indian educators than others. 
There good deal which direct 
value for India, and the principles 
and described are valid any country 


education rural areas vital. 


The book, giving does detailed 
picture the rural education situation 
America, intense interest all who 
are concerned with problems rural 
education. with most books from the 
West its value for India lies the sugges- 
tions makes for those who will take the 
trouble adapt and modify and apply 
what they read Indian conditions. 

The authors say: ‘This book based 
upon broad concept what comprises 
the field rural education. Accepting 
the proposition that there are principles 
education that are universally applic- 
able, the authors begin with the assump- 
tion that good education based the 
experiences and environmental influences 
children and youth; that the rural 
environment important aspect 
American life can be, and often is, very 
good; and that education for people 
living rural communities presents 
unique problems that constitute the 
clearly identifiable field rural education.’ 

The book gives, first, comparison 
rural education the past 
America and what can the future. 
then deals with the social and economic 
background rural education, followed 
educational programme. This 
given some detail and experts such 
subjects vocational education agri- 
culture, education for home-making, edu- 
cation for business, and education for 
industry, have been called make 
special contributions. Finally ways and 
means implementing this programme 
are described. This last section pro- 
bably least value for Indian readers. 

Two chapters particular are value 
our Indian situation. The chapter 
*Resource-use Education the Rural 
Schools’ might almost have been written 
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enthusiast for Basic Education, and sets 
forth the same principles and approach 
have Basic Education. All those 
interested Basic Education will find 
this chapter absorbing interest. 
special value what said about prob- 
lems and problem-solving. The other 
chapter the community-centred 
school. describes, under American 
conditions, what should the commu- 
nity functions rural school India. 
some ways there are great similarities 
conditions the two countries. For 
instance, with increase the 
age figures, the following could have been 
written for India: ‘Since about per 
cent our rural communities not have 
public libraries, there real opportunity 
for the school make its library available 
adults even develop combined 
library.’ 

The chapter for Disadvant- 
aged Groups Rural Areas’ also has 
relevance the Indian situation. 

This probably not book which indi- 
vidual teachers can buy. too 
expensive. But should High 
School and Training College and Normal 
School libraries, that might avail- 
able for reference, and that the relevant 
portions might carefully studied. The 
print and get-up are all that expect 
from first-class American publication. 
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Bk. Pp. vi+ 126. 
Bk. Pp. 1-6 (1952). 
Bk. III. Pp. 208. 1-10 (192). 
Bk, IV. Pp. (1953), 


Supplementary Reader Little Boy 
Reader II, Harsha and the Pp. 
+48. Teacher’s Book. Pp. vi+128. 
1-8 (1951). Macmillan Co. 1952. 
Now that the various States India are 

revising their policy regarding the place 

English the secondary schools and 

many instances curtailing the amount 

time devoted its teaching, old series 
readers use our schools are being 
adapted and new ones are being written. 

Some these are written great hurry 

even those who have little ex- 
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perience this most difficult art 
teaching foreign language. 

These Ashok Readers are, however, the 
outcome many years experience 
teaching English Indian children who 
from homes where they not only 
hear little English, but which 
they have facilities for quiet, private 
study. Miss Reuben realizes that the 
profession organized and paid today, 
have perforce fail back teachers with 
very little ability, though course the 
profession can the same time boast 
attracting some with outstanding devotion 
and skill. spite the resolutions 
conferences, and directives from training 
institutions, know that 
teachers are what are called 
the high classes, and the novices, who 
moreover are given more direction 
than textbook, are instructed initiate 
the seventh, may the eighth, 
standard, the second form, into the 
intricacies foreign language. 
ing all this, Miss Reuben has written 
very thorough and carefully worked out 
Teacher’s book, showing how exactly the 
oral work, which prerequisite for 
reading and writing English, should 
undertaken. This Teacher’s book should 
the hands every teacher who takes 
the lowest classes English, whether the 
school going introduce the Ashok 
Readers not. 

The practice given each lesson should 
make the pupils masters not only the 
limited vocabulary but the sentence 
patterns introduced. The introduction 
the book shows how the teacher should 
set about his task, and how can make 
the work more interesting for the pupils. 
seems pity that Miss Reuben 
ihas confined herself, the main, this 
stage, the limited vocabulary the 
Bombay State’s syllabus. The pupils 
foreign language, should feel, 
made familiar early possible 
least with the ways greeting the 
people whose language they are studying, 
also with their modes living. 

The reading matter also conditioned 
the word-lists and sentence-patterns 
set down the State Bombay Depart- 
ment Education. The readers being 
called Ashok Readers, the boys and girls 
who figure them are naturally named 


Ashok, Harsha, Sheela, Madhu and Akbar, 
and their dog Moti. the pupils are 
learning English, seems more 
sensible accustom them early 
stage common English names, Tom, 
Dick and Harry George, Mary and 
Jane, Rover and Bob. Apart from this, 
the matter very carefully worked out- 
The young and inexperienced teacher 
will particularly helped the exer- 
cises the end each lesson. Even the 
experienced teacher, these days when 
harried and overworked, will find these 
invaluable. 

Books and are very much more 
free, and here some real English last 
being given the pupils, for through the 
very judicious and appreciative choice 
simple English poems the class can now 
enter into the spirit English, get 
away from the class and the school-room 
with its surroundings which they were 
far confined. Except for one two, the 
poems this series are really worthwhile 
poems and means the mediocre 
verse which our boys and girls are fed. 
Nothing but the best should good 
enough for them. 

The Supplementary Readers contain 
stories woven round the doings the boys 
and girls who figure the early readers, 
and such should prove interest. 

The price these books very reason- 
able and the get-up illustrations 
pleasing. 

These books should prove very great 
value schools, particularly the 
mofussil where the contacts with English 
life and ways are few and far between. 
They can recommended wholehearted- 
young and inexperienced teachers. 

Teaching Pamphlet No. 23, 

Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. 1952, 

3s. 

‘History made men. there- 
fore natural that its deepest sense 
should the proper study men and 
not children.’ Yet deny the child 
the fascination and the charm peep 
into the past and deny him learning 
history make him ill-prepared during 
his school days for the world men 
mainly concerned with the best methods 
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preparing the child for the world 
grown men and women and inculcating 
sense correct values. 

The first chapter this little book 
devoted interesting account the 
evolution history teaching English 
schools. was not until the nineteenth 
century that history emerged distinct 
school subject, and Arnold Rugby 
prized for its moral values. Almost till the 
end the nineteenth century history was 
more less biographical, filled with the 
doings bad’ and weak’ kings. 

The aims history teaching gradually 
widened, and history began develop- 
ascience. The motives were twofold, 
one ‘the moral motive, the view that 
good for boys’ and girls’ character that they 
should hear read about great men and 
women the past and learn gradually 
discriminate between disinterested and 
selfish purposes between heroism and 
cowardice’, The other motive was 
introduce children their heritage, i.e. 
the way things have come about and 
their own environment which they 
will have live and act. 

Dealing with the mere evolution the 
teaching history England occupies 
very small section this elegantly 
produced pamphlet. The major portion 
devoted the methods utilized and 
available the teaching history the 
elementary and secondary schools and 
training colleges. Here there invaluable 
material for the teacher history. 
the primary stages the booklet recom- 
mends two main directions 
history teaching should develop, namely 
feed the pupils’ imagination with good 
Stories and arouse their intellectual 
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Hugh Warren the Wesley Press and Publishing House, Mysore City and 
published Geoffrey Cumberlege the Oxford University Press, Bombay, 


curiosity about the past. the secondary 
scheme the pamphlet illustrates the 
general tendency grammar and other 
schools study history chronologically 
periods. This however fast being 
modified the later years the 
secondary schools work centred the 
contemporary local, national and inter- 
national environment. these modifi- 
cations history teaching the names 
‘Civics’ ‘Social Studies’ are some- 
times applied. 

This booklet treats most exhaustive 


terms what perhaps most important 


the history teacher—the classroom ap- 
proach successful history teaching. This 
includes the oral lesson, the use 
illustrations, the use school broadcasts, 
time-charts, pupil’s reading, pupil’s 
written exercises and other classroom tech- 
niques such making models, dramatizing, 
visits places historical interest and the 
relationship history other subjects 
the schoo! curriculum. 

Other chapters are given history for 
the sixth-former, for the training college 
student and even for the adult. 

Though this booklet deals essentially 
with English schools, will inte- 
rest history teachers all over the 
world, for the principles making 
syllabus the approach history teach- 
ing cannot vary much the fundamental 
aims remain the same. 

Reproductions from pictures artistic 
merit which show some aspect the life 
different periods enhance the value 
this publiaction, 

This booklet must every school 
library and the hands every teacher 
history. 
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Sea-animal with soft body and eight arms 
(tentacles) provided with suckers. 


This how ‘octopus’ defined and illustrated the 
English Reader’s Dictionary, one 


entirely new family 


Oxford Dictionaries 
specially prepared for those learning English 


THE PROGRESSIVE ENGLISH DICTIONARY 
318 pp. with 400 illustrations. 


ENGLISH READER’S DICTIONARY 


518 pp. with 400 illustrations. 


THE ADVANCED LEARNER’S 
DICTIONARY CURRENT ENGLISH 
Formerly called Learner’s Dictionary Current English 


1,554 pp. with 1,400 illustrations. 18s 


The definitions are the simplest possible terms consis- 

tent with accuracy. Pictures are used, where necessary, 

replace supplement definitions. Pronunciation 

indicated means the ‘broad’ transcription approved 
the International Phonetics Association 


prospectus available 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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Victor Hugo PRIDE AND PREJUDICE 
TOILERS THE DEEP SENSE AND SENSIBILITY 
NOTRE DAME* EMMA* 
LES vols.) NORTHANGER ABBEY 


Charlotte Bronté THE QUEEN’S NECKLACE* 
Stevenson 
KIDNAPPED 
Wilkie Collins TREASURE ISLAND 
MOONSTONE CATRIONA 
WOMAN WHITE* INLAND VOYAGE 


Word 


who 
survive, these victors the 
battlefield 


Nelson’s School Classics 


tough corps proved 
approved veterans— Dickens, Scott, Thackeray. But addition such other 
stalwarts have been recruited their ranks Robert Louis Stevenson, 
Captain Marryat, Bret Harte, and These editions are unabridged, 
set clear, legible type, strongly and serviceably bound, They remain, these 
days necessarily rising prices, outstanding examples real value book 
production. The publishers are now able announce that almost every title 
this famous series again 


Anthony Trollope Fennimore Cooper 
BARCHESTER TOWERS* THE PATHFINDER* 
FRAMLEY PARSONAGET LAST THE MOHICANS 


THE WARDEN Jane Austen 


George Eliot 

ADAM BEDEt 

MILL THE 
SILAS MARNER 


Alexandre Dumas 
THREE 
THE BLACK TULIP 
MARGUERITE DE VALOIS* 


All the above books are priced except which are and 


Nelsons Parkside Edinburgh 
and Henrietta London WC2 


Nelson’s School Classics 


Make 
Teaching 


and Learning 


with COMMON GROUND 
STRIP-TEXT BOOKS 


WIDE RANGE SUBJECTS: Prepared eminent subject experts. 


Chemist Teaching Notes which 
Biology frame-by-frame comment. 


Hygiene 
Civics 
History 
Geography Acclaimed educationists. Head- 
Economics master said: They are indispensable 
Education aids teaching and good school 
Arts, Crafts etc. can without them.’ 


Over 500 up-to-date strips—covering 
every curriculum subject. 


Special Privileges for Also available 
Teachers: Films 


Free Catalogues Projectors 
Preview Service Epidiascopes 


Special Discounts Etc. 


For all your Visual Education needs write 
NATIONAL EDUCATION INFORMATION FILMS LTD 


NATIONAL HOUSE, APOLLO BUNDER, BOMBAY 
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INDIA’S ‘OWN’ HINDI AND ENGLISH SHORTHAND 
ONE SYSTEM only 


Introduced in Inter and High School Classes by the Rajputana University and 
ymer Board, and by the Hindi Sahitya Sammelan in their premises at 
Allahabad, Official deputation of Ajmer State (1) for training 


CONCURS GOVT. FINDINGS, EMINENTLY 
SUITS EVEN PITMANITES 


Reporting Speed attained. 

Training With FREE HOSTEL FOR TUTORIAL STAFF 

Price with Key—Rs. pp. 300, Art Paper, Postage extra. 

ALL LANGUAGES SHORTHAND LTD 
Kutchery Road, Ajmer 


Printing 


Highly efficient mechanical typesetting plant, and the 
latest machinery for economical and speedy production 


HEADLEY BROTHERS 


109 KINGSWAY, LONDON, W.C.2 
Works: The Invicta Press, ASHFORD, Kent, England 


Educational and Technical Books Speciality 


THE NEW New Reference Book 
BHARAT READERS THE 
CONCISE OXFORD 
(Sanctioned Textbooks) ATLAS 


out very shortl 

Although based the now 
famous Oxford Atlas, this 
abridgement. contains 
many new maps, and supple- 


ments the Oxford Atlas. 
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THE NEW 
BHARAT SEAT-WORKS 
* 


pp. maps, 150 pp. 


VENUS BOOKSTALL Gazetteer, size 10” 18s. 6d. 


Appa Balvant Chowk, Poona 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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HARRAP 


VISUAL SCIENCE 


Prepared 


graded course General Science based the reports the chief educa- 
tional authorities. double-page Isotype charts bright colours carry 


educational message accurately and simply, and questions enrich the visual 
message. 


Books and 
Book Science the Home Book IV. Plants and Animals 
Book Moving About Book VI. Machines that Work 


for Man 
Each pp. 3s. 6d. 


Three Teachers’ Books covering the books, pp. 4s. 6d. each 


VISUAL HISTORY MANKIND 


Honorary 


Prepared 


The social history the world represented means series charts, 


The Isotype symbols and colours used compel active mental attitude the 
part the child. 


Living Early Times Living Villages and Towns 
Living the World 


pp. 6d. each 
Notes for the Teacher, pp. 4s. 


Published Max Parish Co. Ltd 


HARRAP’S TORCH BOOKS 


Each book contains the elements its subject and may used either 
introduction refresher course. 


Biology and Man. Sir Francis KNow es, Bart... 10s. 6d. 


Published 
GEORGE HARRAP AND LTD 
Agents India 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
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‘No other book the school library likely lead the 
young grasp easily the unity knowledge and the 
relation its parts.’ —SCHOOL LIBRARIAN 


Law and Order, Vol. 
the 


OXFORD JUNIOR ENCYCLOPAEDIA 


the latest volume published. The topics covered include 
World Affairs, Government, Justice, Armed Forces, Public 
Services and Local Government 


THe IV. Communications: VI. FARMING 
VII. AND COMMERCE; 


published: Great Lives; VIII. ENGINEERING; 
XI. Home; XII. Arts; VoLUME 


Each about 500 pp. with over 500 illusrtations the text and 
colour plates. 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


BAPU 
suit the needs schools, new edition this delightful biography 
Mahatma Gandhi has recently been published. contains meanings difficult 
and list words used the book. 
OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 


Textbook Films 
offer new line for lucrative earning for booksellers, publishers 
and educationists. Firms interested securing provincial area 


agencies may contact us. Educationists having ideas for making text- 
films may also communicate with. 


“TOPIC” 


24B, Hamam Street, Bombay 
(Telephone 34492) 
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Two POPULAR School Books 


SHORT HISTORY INDIA 


This book closely follows the syllabus laid down for the 
Examination the Bombay State. Published 


PRACTICAL ENGLISH GRAMMAR 
AND COMPOSITION 


Containing Test Papers (With Notes and Hints). For Senior 
Classes. With 1952 Examination Papers. 13th 
Edition with 1952 Supplement containing Passages for Composition 
and Story-Writing. 1952 (Revised and Enlarged accordance with 
the syllabus the Examination). 4-8 


THE POPULAR BOOK DEPOT 
Lamington Road Bombay—7 


REEVES 


This fine box has three deep mixing 
palettes the lid and contains twelve 
pieces Reeves’ Students’ Water Colours 
and brush. The box black 
japanned tin and has the famous 
DOG TRADE MARK the lid. 


‘THE DOG BRAND’ 


ACADEMY BOX 


REEVES SONS LTD., DALSTON, LONDON, ENGLAND 
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TEXT-BOOK GEOGRAPHY FOR HIGHER 
SECONDARY SCHOOLS, Stamp and 


ENGLISH MADE EASY, 
Book pp. vii 223, Rs. 1/8; Book II, pp. viii 196, 
Rs. 2/-. 


Primer, pp. 51, As. Book pp. 92, As. 12; Book 
pp. 108, As. 14; Book III, pp. 134, Re. 1/-. 


Book pp. 148, Re. 1/-; Book Il, pp. 
Rs. 1/2. 


Marathi: Part pp. Rs, 2/-; Part pp. viii 220, 
Rs. Part pp. 236, Rs. 2/4. 


Kannada: Part pp. 248, Rs. 2/-; Part 


pp. viii 260, Rs. 2/-. 


‘ALL THESE BOOKS ARE WRITTEN WELL KNOWN AND 
EXPERIENCED TEACHERS AND COVER ADEQUATELY 
THE COURSES STUDY PRESCRIBED BOMBAY STATE. 


THIS PUBLICATION 
DUCED AGREEMENT WITH THE 
COPYRIGHT OWNER. EXTENSIVE 
DUPLICATION RESALE WITH- 


OUT PERMISSION PROHIBITED. 
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